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All New & Ready to Explore
We’ve recently completed a website update! 
There are so many new features to browse and explore. 
Book a tour, renew your Yankee Air Museum Membership, 
check out the wide variety of events happening in 2019 and 
2020, read all the details on the aircraft you’re going to fly 
in your upcoming Air Adventure, and even help us build a 
hangar for our aircraft. There’s so much to explore at the all 
new and improved YankeeAirMuseum.org



©2019 YANKEE AIR MUSEUM

OPEN YEAR-ROUND!



DIRECTOR’S NOTE

In the early evening hours of Thursday, September 26th, with no fanfare and 
only a small maintenance crowd present, the latest addition to the Yankee Air 
Museum’s Air Adventures fleet arrived. After traveling four days by specialized 
truck and trailer from the restoration shop in Olympia, Washington, the Yankee Air 
Museum’s pristinely-restored, flyable UH-1H Huey Helicopter (s/n 66-01126) was 
gently offloaded by Connelly Crane Rental Corporation and welcomed into the 
Museum’s Air Adventures family. 

But why a Huey, and why now?

I think William S. Burroughs said it best, “If You’re Not Growing, You’re Dying.” 
The key to most successful businesses is engaging in diversity of its product line 
and strategically expanding its business model. Not negating the current needs 
for a new hangar for the Historic Flying Aircraft Collection, the Museum cannot 
cease doing business as an aviation institution and would be remised to lose 
focus on continuing to look for additional revenue streams. It is all about asset 
allocation. We have to constantly be asking, “what return on investment are we 
getting out of an asset?” or “what asset can we invest in to provide a better ROI?”

After years of exploring the concept of adding a Huey helicopter to the 
Museum’s Air Adventures program, an idea has become a solid reality. 

But where will we see the additional ROI with a Huey? 

The Huey helicopter broadens our reach to safely go into airfields with shorter 
runways and even grass runways to provide Air Adventures in locations 
unreachable today. Additionally, the Huey allows us to fly Air Adventures from 
non-aviation events and/or non-aviation locations. This very concept provides 
markets that were unserviceable with any other type of aircraft.

We know through the proven popularity of Huey flights, that the aircraft provides 
easy walk-up sales and a price point that is within reach of the majority of guests.  
In that, we increase our engagement level and per capita for each person visiting 
the Museum or special event we are affiliated with.

Lastly, when you look at the generations who have served our nation, the next 
largest group of active veterans are now our Vietnam veterans. It is important that 
our Museum continues to connect to this group of distinguished veterans. What 
better way to represent their service than through the single-most iconic aircraft 
that supported their conflict?

Without a doubt, we could go on about the reasons that the Yankee Air 
Museum needed to add a UH-1H Huey to our Historic Flying Aircraft 
Collection, but I think we will let the results of the program speak for 
themselves. Bring on the 2020 flying season!

A potent punch to the 
Yankee Air Museum’s Air 
Adventures program
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NEW ACQUISITION FOR THE MUSEUM 

Whup…
whup...
whup...

For many across the country, that noise is 
the unmistakable signature of the military 
helicopter UH-1 Iroquois, but more known 
by its nickname, the Huey. For thousands of 
American troops in faraway places, that noise 
meant that help was on the way. As it grew louder 
and closer, even when the chopper tilted down 
and blew dust or rain or grass into their faces, 
they welcomed it. 
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The whup-whup-whup noise of the Huey lifted troops 
into and out of combat, brought desperately needed 
supplies, rushed the wounded to hospitals, and filled 
more roles than any other aircraft of the Vietnam 
era. Vietnam truly was a helicopter war. They 
seemed everywhere in the sky, and their courageous 
crews seemed eager to go back and back again, 
becoming symbols together of American strength 
and determination. 

The Yankee Air Museum is proud to announce that 
it has added a UH-1H Huey to its Historic Flying 
Aircraft Collection. Soon, that unmistakable sound 
will take to the skies over Willow Run Airport and 
Washtenaw County, to allow countless guests the 
thrill of what is was like to fly this extremely versatile 
aircraft that remains the most identifiable symbol of 
the Vietnam War. 

NEW ACQUISITION 
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to us,” a play on the bus company’s famous motto. The 
credit goes to Major Glen Hoffman, the first in-country 
commander of the 240th AHC. In an effort to build morale, 
Hoffman took a long shot and in March, 1967 sent a letter 
to the CEO of the Greyhound Bus Company explaining 
the idea of why they had chosen the name Greyhounds, 
“Based on the idea of speed and dependability and 
— in line with the famous Greyhound buses — safety 
and service to our passengers.” His letter ended with a 
request: “We would be proud to have Greyhound sponsor 
our company.” In a time when sponsoring a helicopter 
company in Vietnam could be construed as supporting 
the war (and thus a big public relations risk), Hoffman 
was stunned when he received a care package from the 
Greyhound Bus Company that included fifty seventeen-
inch Greyhound logos. The bus company’s employees 

Our new Huey, serial number 66-01126, was purchased 
by the U.S. Army in March, 1967. This aircraft served in 
combat from October, 1967 through December, 1971. 
Throughout much of its time in Vietnam, 66-01126 served 
with the 240th Assault Helicopter Company, known as the 
“Greyhounds, Mad Dogs, and Kennel Keepers.” The 240th 
AHC operated UH-1C gunships, armed with mini-guns and 
rockets in the gun platoon with the call sign “Mad Dog,” 
and a transport or slick platoon flying UH-1H slicks whose 
call sign was “Greyhound.” The maintenance platoon was 
known as the “Kennel Keepers.”  

When you see the new Huey, you may recognize a 
familiar logo on the aircraft: that of a Greyhound. Yes, that 
Greyhound — The Greyhound Bus Company. The motto 
of the 240th AHC was “Go Greyhound and leave the flying 

NEW ACQUISITION

This aircraft served in combat from October, 
1967 through December, 1971. The motto of the 
240th AHC was “Go Greyhound and leave the flying 
to us,” a play on the bus company’s famous motto.
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adopted the 240th AHC, sending along cookies, cards, and 
words of encouragement to the men. The Greyhound logo 
was plastered on the nose and sides of all of the 240th 
H-model Hueys, the newest, fastest, and most powerful 
slicks operating in Vietnam at the time. 

The 240th AHC was known not only for their Greyhound 
logo and support, but also for extreme valor demonstrated 
by its servicemen. The 240th AHC operated close to 
30 UH-1’s from their main operating base at Bearcat, 
South Vietnam. During the early spring of 1968, a small 
portion of their aircraft and crews were attached to Project 
Sigma, which supported the top-secret covert operations 
in Cambodia that provided reconnaissance in the area’s 
controlled by the Viet-Cong. It was this detachment of 
the 240th that fought the battle that came to be called 

“Six Hours in Hell,” on May 2, 1968. On that day, a 12-
man Special Forces patrol was surrounded by a North 
Vietnamese infantry battalion of about 1,000 men. Roy 
Benavidez, a Staff Sergeant with the 240th AHC at 
the time, heard a radio appeal for help and boarded a 
helicopter to respond. Armed with only a knife, he jumped 
from the helicopter carrying his medical bag and ran to 
help the trapped patrol. The six-hour battle left Benavidez 
with seven major gunshot wounds, 28 fragmentation 
holes, and both his arms slashed by a bayonet. He was 
evacuated to the base camp, examined, and thought to be 
dead. As he was placed in a body bag, he was recognized 
by a friend who called for help. A doctor examined him 
further, but still believed him to be dead. As the doctor 
was zipping close the body bag, Benavidez spat in his 
face, alerting the doctor that he was, in fact, still alive. He 
spent nearly a year in the hospital recovering from his 
serious injuries. In total, Benavidez saved eight lives that 
fateful day. In 1981, Benavidez, now a Master Sergeant, 
was finally recognized and awarded the Medal of Honor 
by President Reagan for his courageous acts of valor in 
saving his fellow servicemen. This is just one exemplary 
story of the courageous acts that took place in the 240th 
AHC over the skies and in the jungles of Vietnam. 

NEW ACQUISITION 

The Yankee Air Museum is proud to add this 
historic Vietnam veteran aircraft to our collection. 
This fall and early spring, our pilots will be training and 
earning their flight check-offs so that we may begin Air 
Adventures with the new Huey in spring, 2020! We are 
very excited to begin to offer this new flight experience 
to our guests, but feel even more honored to be able to 
share the history of the UH-1 Huey with our community 
and tell of the heroic tales that the Huey lent its support 
to during the pivotal era of the Vietnam War. We know 
thousands of men and women would not be here today 
if it were not for the Huey, and for that, we will always be 
grateful for this aircraft.
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GUESS WHO’S 
COMING TO TOWN?

Saturday, December 21

Santa Claus will be 

fl ying in on his private helicopter!

Santa is making a special trip to the Yankee Air Museum to make sure that every 
good girl and boy has had a chance to let him know their Christmas wishes.

YankeeAirMuseum.org |

Museum opens at 10 AM
Santa arrives promptly at 11 AM and leaves at 2 PM

Hands-on activities from 11 AM - 2 PM
Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum and Leslie Science & Nature Center 

will have fun hands-on activities and animals
FREE ALL DAY!

Sale!

NOSTALGIA 

GOOD STUFFol
e

SPECIAL 

MEMBER 

ONLY 

PREVIEW 

9-10 AM

THE 6TH ANNUAL NOVEMBER NOSTALGIA SALE! 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Come buy some treasures and support the Yankee Air Museum!  
Items for sale include vintage collectibles no longer needed by the museum. 

Aircraft Lithographs, Aircraft Manuals, Aviation & History Books, Aviation Caps, 
Embroidered Military Patches, Framed Aviation Photos & Prints, Military & History 
Magazines, GI Joes, Commercial Airline Memorabilia, Vintage Aircraft Instruments, 

WWII Uniforms and much more!

Questions: contact Christina at (734) 483-4030 x239 or christina.warren@yankeeairmuseum.org

YankeeAirMuseum.org |

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 10 AM - 3 PM
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Come buy some treasures and support the Yankee Air Museum!  
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Embroidered Military Patches, Framed Aviation Photos & Prints, Military & History 
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CURATOR’S CORNER

Walt Disney Productions created approximately 1,200 designs 
during World War II for both American and Allied military units. 
Designs were also created for other organizations such as civil defense 
and war industries. 

ALL OF THIS WORK WAS DONE BY THE STUDIO FREE OF 
CHARGE AS A DONATION TO THE WAR EFFORT. 

Along with military insignia for squadrons, Pepsi-Cola also ran a series 
of matchbooks featuring the Disney-designed insignia, along with a 
stamp collection published by the Hearst Publications. The stamp and 
matchbook collections were the most widespread use of the insignia 
designs on the home front. Walt Disney Productions freely allowed the 
use of these designs, without royalty, in hopes of promoting the home 
front spirit. 

The Yankee Air Museum is fortunate to have received a collection 
of original artwork of some of these rare Disney designed 
insignia. This collection was donated in 2009. The designs within our 
collection include Donald Duck, Little Hiawatha, and other characters. 
Our collections staff have been having fun researching the different 
character designs to try to find their counterpart in squadron patches, 
stamps or matchbooks. Featured here are a few designs within our 
collection that we have been able to find the real-life versions of!  

//    Highlighting interesting acquisitions from the Museum’s Artifact Collection

Walt Disney Insignia 
Helped Boost Morale

6 Examples of the finished 
artwork on matchbooks.
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COLLECTIONS

“ The insignia 
meant a lot 
to the men 
who were 
fighting…I 
had to do 
it…I owed it 
to them.”  
Walt Disney

3Original artwork donated to Yankee Air Museum. 5 The artwork in its final form on a stamp.

5Original artwork from Disney now part of the 
Yankee Air Museum’s artifact collection. 
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November
November 18 
TICKETS ON SALE FOR 
2020 THUNDER OVER 
MICHIGAN

January
January 1 
MUSEUM CLOSED

January 6-10  
MUSEUM MAINTENANCE 
WEEK

EVENTS //    Please join us at the following events!

2019

© 2018 YANKEE AIR MUSEUM
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YANKEE AIR
MUSEUM

WILLOW RUN
AIRPORT

EXIT 190

FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

YANKEE AIR MUSEUM
EAST SIDE, WILLOW RUN AIRPORT

47884 D Street
Belleville, MI 48111

YankeeAirMuseum.org
(734) 483-4030

You’re 18 years old, tired, cold and terrified. Suddenly, artillery shells begin exploding around your Higgins boat 
as you approach the beach. Under heavy gunfire, you charge off the boat into chin deep water with 35 others, 
carrying up to 60 pounds of equipment. By the time you cross the 200 yards of open sand and reach cover, you 
are one of 3 survivors from your boat. Join Lori Day and Geof Bush as they recount their recent trip to England 
and Normandy for the commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the D-Day invasion. From Churchill’s 
underground war rooms to Bletchley Park where the infamous Enigma code was deciphered, from Utah and 
Omaha Beaches to Pointe du Hoc and Pegasus Bridge, Geof and Lori will share their trip of a lifetime with you.

A PRESENTATION BY

Geof Bush  H O S T E D  B Y  T H E  Y A N K E E  A I R  M U S E U M

Wednesday, December 4th  2019, 7:30pm
General Purpose Room, YANKEE AIR MUSEUM, Willow Run Airport • Free Admission

Doors open at 6:30pm • NO Admission after 8:00pm

D-Day Plus 75
75th Anniversary
Celebration in Normandy

December 4  //  HISTORIC PRESENTATION NIGHT 

“Normandy Reunion on D-Day” 75th Anniversary 
Celebration in Normandy hosted by Geof Bush

November 23 
NEW MEMBER 
ORIENTATION

November 28 
MUSEUM CLOSED 
Holiday 

November 29 
MUSEUM CLOSED 
Private Event 

December

December 21 
SANTA VISIT 

December 24-25  
MUSEUM CLOSED 
Holiday

GUESS WHO’S 
COMING TO TOWN?

Saturday, December 21

Santa Claus will be 

flying in on his private helicopter!

Santa is making a special trip to the Yankee Air Museum to make sure that every 
good girl and boy has had a chance to let him know their Christmas wishes.

YankeeAirMuseum.org |

Museum opens at 10 AM
Santa arrives promptly at 11 AM and leaves at 2 PM

Hands-on activities from 11 AM - 2 PM
Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum and Leslie Science & Nature Center 

will have fun hands-on activities and animals
FREE ALL DAY!

2020
February
February 4 
AIR ADVENTURES 
ONLINE SALES OPEN   

February 5 
HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION NIGHT 
“Flight: An Air America 
Pilot’s Story of Adventure, 
Descent, and Redemption” 
hosted by Capt. Neil 
Graham Hansen & Luann 
Grosscup

December 31 – 
January 1, 2020 
MUSEUM CLOSED 
Holiday

Happy  
New  
Year!

February 15 
BEHIND THE SCENES 
TOUR DAY  

WE’RE
Sorry

CLOSEDCLOSEDCLOSED HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION
NIGHT

Yankee Air Museum

FEB
04

DEC
04

WE’RE
Sorry

CLOSEDCLOSEDCLOSED
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May 16 
BOMBER BUFFING

May 16 
HOMEFRONT VICTORY 
CELEBRATION

March
March 4 
HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION NIGHT 

March 21 
NATIONAL ROSIE THE 
RIVETER DAY

March 28 
NEW MEMBER 
ORIENTATION 

April

April 1  
HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION NIGHT 
Jeffery Copeland

April 12 
MUSEUM CLOSED 
Holiday 

April 19-25  
VOLUNTEER 
APPRECIATION WEEK 

May
May 6  
HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION NIGHT 
Dennis Skupinski “The 
Homefront Campaign”

HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION
NIGHT

Yankee Air Museum

WE’RE
Sorry

CLOSEDCLOSEDCLOSED

HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION
NIGHT

Yankee Air Museum

June

June 3  
HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION NIGHT 
“Rosie the Riveter and the 
Manufacturing Power of 
Detroit” hosted by Bailey 
Isgrow of Detroit History 
Tours 

HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION
NIGHT

Yankee Air Museum

MAY
16

MAR
21

MAY
06

JUN
03

FREE ADMISSION 
to the Mt. Pleasant 
Discovery Museum all 

month long 
for YAM 
Members
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EVENTS

June
June 14 
WINGS & WHEELS 

July

July 1 
HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION NIGHT 
Lance Geiger

July 4 
MUSEUM CLOSED 
Holiday 

2020
July 11 
BEHIND THE SCENES 
TOUR DAY 

 

July 21 
MEMBER GETAWAY TRIP 
to Oshkosh, Wisconsin

July 23-25 
MEMBER GETAWAY TRIP 
to Oshkosh, Wisconsin

August
August 1-2 
MEMBER GETAWAY TRIP 
to Muskegon, Michigan

August 5  
HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION NIGHT 
“Stories from the Secret 
City” hosted by Ray Smith, 
Historian for the City of  
Oak Ridge

August 29 & 30 
THUNDER OVER 
MICHIGAN 

September

September 9 
HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION NIGHT

HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION
NIGHT

Yankee Air Museum

JUN
14

WE’RE
Sorry

CLOSEDCLOSEDCLOSED

AUG
05

September 11 
PATRIOTS DAY 
Free Admission to 1st 
Responders 

September 18 
VOLUNTEER 
APPRECIATION DINNER 

HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION
NIGHT

Yankee Air Museum

9//18
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EVENTS

AUG
29
&
30

September 19 
BEHIND THE SCENES 
TOUR DAY

September 25-27 
MEMBER GETAWAY TRIP 
to Mackinac Island, 
Michigan

October

October 7 
HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION NIGHT

October 17 
BOMBERS & BREWS 

Sale!

NOSTALGIA 

GOOD STUFFol
e

HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION
NIGHT

Yankee Air Museum

October 31 
HALLOWEEN 
SPOOKTACULAR 

November

November 4 
HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION NIGHT

November 11 
VETERANS DAY 
Free Admission

November 14 
NEW MEMBER 
ORIENTATION 

OCT
17

OCT
31HISTORIC 

PRESENTATION
NIGHT

Yankee Air Museum

November 16 
TICKETS ON SALE FOR 
2021 THUNDER OVER 
MICHIGAN 

November 21 
NOSTALGIA SALE 

November 26 
MUSEUM CLOSED 
Holiday 

WE’RE
Sorry

CLOSEDCLOSEDCLOSED

HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION
NIGHT

Yankee Air Museum

GUESS WHO’S 
COMING TO TOWN?

Saturday, December 21

Santa Claus will be 

flying in on his private helicopter!

Santa is making a special trip to the Yankee Air Museum to make sure that every 
good girl and boy has had a chance to let him know their Christmas wishes.

YankeeAirMuseum.org |

Museum opens at 10 AM
Santa arrives promptly at 11 AM and leaves at 2 PM

Hands-on activities from 11 AM - 2 PM
Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum and Leslie Science & Nature Center 

will have fun hands-on activities and animals
FREE ALL DAY!

December

December 2 
HISTORIC 
PRESENTATION NIGHT

December 19 
SANTA VISIT 

December 24 & 25  
MUSEUM CLOSED 
Holiday 

December 31 –  
January 1, 2021  
MUSEUM CLOSED  
Holiday
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L A N D I N G S

Come see this exciting, immersive new exhibit focused on 
this history of aircraft carrier pilot training and the role that the 

Great Lakes played during WWII. Explore flight simulators and a 
Virtual Reality station to try your hand at being a carrier pilot!

Find out more about our new Deep Landings Exhibit.
(734) 483-4030 | YankeeAirMuseum.org |

E X H I B I T  N O W  O P E N



SPOTLIGHT //   Exhibits and projects at the Yankee Air Museum

DEEP LANDINGS 
E X H I B I T  N O W  O P E N

ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, the 
Yankee Air Museum opened their new exhibit 
“Deep Landings” to a large crowd of over 
300 people. The exhibit centers around pilot 
training on aircraft carriers from World War 
II to present day, with a special focus on 
the Great Lakes carrier qualification training 
that occurred on Lake Michigan. With many 
interactive displays, interesting videos, and 
flight simulators, guests are sure to have a 
great time exploring the exhibit and learning 
about what it is like to be a Naval or Marine 
pilot serving on an aircraft carrier.

  Make sure to plan your visit 
to the Museum soon to check 
out this immersive exhibit 
unlike anything the Yankee Air 
Museum has done before! 
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EDUCATION

Bosch Community 
Foundation

Boosts Unity 
in Learning 
Educational 
Programing for 
Ypsilanti Schools

With continued full program support from the Bosch 
Community Foundation, the Unity In Learning partners 
(Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum, Leslie Science & Nature 
Center, and Yankee Air Museum) will provide multiple 
program experiences for Ypsilanti Community School 
students in grades K-5 for the 2019-2020 academic year! 
Programs will include field trips, Outreach Workshops, 
Distance Learning Programs and Family Science & Nature 
Nights. We believe, with this coordinated multi-program 
approach we will have a strong impact on Ypsilanti’s young 
students and families. Through this grant-funded project, 
we anticipate reaching nearly 2,000 students (K-5), 72 
teachers, and numerous other family members.

This type of multiple interaction educational programming 
is new, but incredibly beneficial for young minds. Research 
has shown that “dosage,” in this case multiple science 
experiences around a theme, is more influential in 
promoting long-term STEM interest, identity, and career 
choices. Interest is increased with each experience as the 
learning builds upon itself. Constructivist theory of learning 

states that learners make meaning through the interaction 
of their experiences and ideas. We know that as learning 
is scaffolded across multiple or repeat experiences, the 
learning experience deepens and can be long-lasting 
when students are exposed to multiple touch points during 
similar in-depth programs. Young learners make deeper 
connections between experiences that build upon each 
other – ultimately helping them to build a solid and stronger 
knowledge base. 

The Education staff within the Unity In Learning partnership 
has designed this program for Ypsilanti school children to 
have multiple interactions with our programming, helping to 
influence their interest in STEM fields.

An additional rationale for our type of programming is for 
our Uniting In Learning partnership to become a STEM 
resource for a school and/or district. Providing an in-depth 
and wide variety of program offerings will provide the 
Ypsilanti schools (and others as the program expands 
over time) with the exceptional level of support our Unity In 
Learning partners will provide for their STEM curriculum. 

All photos in this article courtesey of Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum
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During this past year alone, we have received considerable 
attention from Washtenaw Intermediate School District and 
multiple regional districts expressing interest in our Unity 
In Learning STEM techniques. Teachers and chaperones 
have reached out with some wonderful comments. 

“ This is a fantastic, engaging resource and we are so 
lucky to be part of your programming!”

“�This�was�the�first�field�trip�experience�for�most�of�
our young 5 students. They had such a wonderful 
and enriched time. Thank you so much for this 
opportunity!”

“ Thank you again for all of your work with our school 
this year. It has been beyond awesome!”

This unique program for the Ypsilanti schools is the 
continuation and welcomed growth of programming our 
Unity In Learning partner, Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum, 
began in 2015 and continued in 2016 with the Bosch 
Community Fund when the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum 

was invited to deliver STEM programming to all 4th 
graders in Detroit Public Schools Community District. 
In 2017, as AAHOM merged with the Leslie Science & 
Nature Center, Bosch again invited us to provide our 
STEM expertise and allowed us to expand our STEM 
programming to include all 3rd graders in Detroit with 
programming from our Leslie colleagues. Over the past 
school year alone, as our Unity In Learning partnership 
solidified, the Yankee Air Museum was included to create 
a STEM program triad that focuses on STEM, nature 
and the environment, and aviation and aerospace. This 
new program is the continuation and ultimate refinement 
of a program suite generously supported by the Bosch 
Community Fund. Our expansion in the 2019-20 school 
year will provide programming across K-5 – bringing 
STEM to multiple students and grade levels.
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We believe true and meaningful STEM learning in our 
schools is essential. We also believe that as an adjunct 
partner to school districts, our style of informal STEM 
education can help to catapult student interest in the 
sciences. This program is a growing new model created 
through our association with the Bosch Community Fund 
– a model that, if nurtured, can be ported across schools 
throughout Southeastern Michigan and across the country. 
We thank the Bosch Community Fund for their support for 
this unique educational programming, and look forward to 
serving the Ypsilanti schools in fun, engaging, and exciting 
ways this year!

About the Bosch Community Fund
 
Established in 2011, this Foundation supports 
programs designed to promote STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) Education 
and address environmental sustainability. 
Since its inception, the Bosch Community Fund 
has awarded more than $6 million in grants 
in Southeast Michigan. The Fund strives to 
support creative and practical STEM learning 
opportunities that are accessible to all students. 

EDUCATION

To book a field trip or an Education 
Lab, please visit:

yankeeairmuseum.org/education

To learn more about this program, or how to 
create or fund a program similar to this at your 
school, please contact our Unity In Learning 
staff at grouptours@yankeeairmuseum.org or 
734-995-5439.
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At the Museum
FIELD TRIPS & SCIENCE LABS

Field Trip Information

ADMISSION

$8 per child for groups of 15 or more. All teachers, chaperones, 
and bus drivers are free. Groups must register in advance to 
receive group rates.

Admission to the museum includes a docent tour. You have 
many options to help enhance your trip by taking one of our 
Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum Science Labs, watching a movie, 
or experiencing flight simulation. We can also come to your site 
with our Outreach workshops or Distance Learning programs.

We request 1 adult chaperone for every 5 children.

LUNCHROOMS

The Museum does not offer food services and has limited facilities 
for groups that bring lunches. A lunchroom may be rented but 
must be reserved in advance. The cost is $10 for 30 minutes.

NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT

$120 deposit is due two weeks after confirmation email is sent. 
Balance will be invoiced the day of the visit. No refunds.

PLAN YOUR VISIT

Complete a request form to book your Yankee Air Museum 
fieldtrip by visiting Unityinlearning.org. For questions or 
more information contact our Registrar at 734. 205. 9543 or 
fieldtrips@aahom.org. 31

FORCE AND SIMPLE MACHINES 
GRADES 2–3
Push and pull your way through an exploration of 

force and simple machines. We’ll learn the golden 

rule of simple machines and explore how levers and 

inclined planes can make your work easier!

SOUND SCIENCE 
GRADES 3–5
Discover the energy in sound waves and make waves 

that travel through different states of matter. Listen 

for pitch and frequency, and discover the amazing 

physics of sound.

CIRCUIT MASTERS 
GRADES 4–5
Students will be “wired” after this electrifying 

introduction to circuits. They will explore the two 

types of circuits and the parts that make them work. 

Then they will have the chance to build a three-

way switch and more with our safe, interlocking 

electronic components.

THE UPS AND DOWNS  
OF ROLLER COASTER PHYSICS 
GRADES 4–8
Students will experiment with momentum, and 

kinetic and potential energy by building roller 

coasters in teams. Let the forces of physics take  

you for a ride!  

Standard Science Labs

TIME: 50-minute lab 

FEE: $4 per student; minimum charge is $60 (regardless of 
number of students) 

CAPACITY: 30 students per class

ALL ABOUT THE SUN* 
PRESCHOOL
Have you ever wondered where the sun goes at 

night, why your shadow can be big or small, or how 

plants make your food from the sun? The littlest 

scientists will investigate our nearest star. 

*This lab will only be 30 minutes in length.

ENGINEERING DESIGN 
GRADES K–2
Engineer your way through multiple problems. 

Design solutions while you experience the 

engineering process through questioning, planning, 

building, testing, and analyzing your creation.

MARVELOUS MAGNETS 
GRADES K–3
Learn about magnets as we sort materials into 

magnetic and non-magnetic groups. Explore whether 

all metals are magnetic, make magnets attract and 

repel, even get them to float in mid-air!

BRIGHT IDEA 
GRADES 1–4
Explore light and optics as we learn how light travels, 

and the difference between reflection and refraction. 

Discover what color light really is using flashlights, 

lenses, special glasses, and more.

Y A N K E E  A I R  M U S E U M

THE UNITY IN LEARNING 
PARTNERSHIP offers wonderful 
educational programs for students 
of all ages. 

Below are select programs 
offered at our site for the 2019-20 
academic year!
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Y A N K E E  A I R  M U S E U M

EDUCATION
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Premium Flight Labs 

TIME: 50 minute lab 

FEE: $5 per student; minimum charge per lab is $75 
(regardless of number of students) 

CAPACITY: 30 students per class

THE FUN OF FLIGHT 
GRADES K–3
Have you ever wondered why some things 

can fly and other things cannot? Find out 

why and learn about the forces of flight using 

household objects and cool flying toys in this 

dynamic lab! 

CRASH LANDING 
GRADES 3–7
What goes up must come down in this classic 

egg drop experiment! Students are given 

credits to purchase materials to protect their 

egg from damage in freefall. Concepts in this 

workshop range from gravity to economics.

FLYING TOYS 
GRADES 5–8
Learn all about flying in this aerodynamic 

workshop! Participants will make a variety of 

airborne toys they can keep and explore the 

physics of flight.

THIS IS ROCKET SCIENCE 
GRADES 5–8
Blast off into science as you learn about 

thrust, trajectory, center of gravity, and all 

the science of rocketry. Master the force of 

gravity, overcome the perils of radiation in 

space, and discover how we can use rockets 

to colonize other planets.

Premium Yankee Ingenuity Labs 

TIME: 50 minute lab 

FEE: $5 per student; minimum charge per lab is $75 
(regardless of number of students) 

CAPACITY: 30 students per class

WIND ENERGY 
GRADES 4–8
Discover how wind can be harnessed to 

make electricity and build a working wind 

turbine! Experiment with blade design and 

other variables to find the most efficient 

design for a wind power generator.

33

Y A N K E E  A I R  M U S E U M

Movies

FEE: $2 per student 

Movie can be added during a lunch break (lunch room fee waved)

FLY GIRLS 
A film documenting the important work of Women 

Air Service Pilots (WASPs) during WWII (50 min).

THE WILLOW RUN STORY 
A 1940s Ford Motor Company promotional film 

in Black and White about the Willow Run Bomber 

Plant (55 min).

THUNDERBIRDS 
A Movie about the USAF Thunderbirds and the 

Teamwork that Binds Them Together (50 min).

ANDY MEETS THE BLUE ANGELS 
An animated feature about an adventure meeting  

the USN Blue Angels (30 min).

Flight Simulator* 

FEE: $5 per student for 5 minutes of flight time

Experience the thrill of flight from the pilot’s seat. 

Use a flight stick and rudder pedals to control a wide 

variety of civilian and military aircraft while immersed 

in a full sensory experience. Try your hand at 

navigating anything from the Wright Flyer, an 

Airbus A-380 double deck Jumbo jet, or even a F-35 

fighters. These are best suited to pilots of at least 8 

years of age. In addition to being fun to fly, you can 

also learn basic flight procedures and navigation 

skills. From takeoff to landing, you are in control.

 *Limited to groups with less than 25 students, based  
on availability

ADDITIONAL ON-SITE OPTIONS

EDUCATION
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EDUCATION
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three science organizations working together.
Your path to hands-on discovery, exploration of 

AAHOM.ORG LESLIESNC.ORG YANKEEAIRMUSEUM.ORG

UNITYINLEARNING.ORG



A N N  A R B O R  H A N D S - O N  M U S E U M
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WORKSHOPS: Our Outreach staff brings the Museum to you—at 
schools, libraries, community centers, and festivals—by delivering hands-on 
programming customized to your schedule and curriculum interests. 

CAPACITY: Maximum of 30 participants per 50 minute session. 

FEES: $310 plus mileage for the first two workshops. $125 for each 
additional workshop. Discounts available for booking 9+ workshops.

THE UNIVERSE* 
GRADES 2–5
The program begins with an astronomy “orientation” that 

features lively demonstrations to illustrate the concepts that 

are important to understanding the study of the stars and 

ends inside our portable, inflatable planetarium known as 

StarLab. *Please note: Special space requirements

EGG DROP SOUP 
GRADES 3–7
The classic egg drop experiment! Students are given credits 

to purchase materials to protect their egg from damage  

in freefall. Concepts in this workshop range from gravity  

to economics.

ROLLER COASTERS IN YOUR CLASSROOM 
GRADES 4–8
You provide the floor space and we’ll provide the excitement 

and learning. What better way to learn about the physics of 

energy, force, and motion than through hands-on science?

WIND ENERGY 
GRADES 5–8
Discover how wind can be harnessed to make electricity  

and build a working wind turbine! Experiment with blade 

design and other variables to find the most efficient design 

for a wind power generator.

At Your Site
OUTREACH

Experience live, interactive Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum 

programs right in your classroom! Our educators use  

video-conferencing technology to share science and history 

activities with your students, engaging them in a dynamic, 

hands-on learning experience. 

CAPACITY: Maximum of 30 participants per 50 minute session 

FEE: $145 + $15 shipping fee. This includes a kit of materials for 
interactive experiments for 30 students 

PARACHUTING THROUGH TIME 
GRADES 4–8
Catch some air as you learn about the history of the 

parachute. See examples of early and modern parachutes 

then create and test your own design.

Virtually Anywhere!
DISTANCE LEARNING

EDUCATION
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Since our previous issue of Approaches, there have 
been many changes in our plans for a permanent home 
for the Historic Flying Aircraft Collection.

Progress on the Hangar Construction Project has led to 
more exact cost estimates for the campaign. The cost of 
building the structure has remained relatively constant, 
however the estimates for site preparations (infrastructure) 
at our proposed Bomber Plant location have increased 
significantly, totaling $6.25M. Due to the complex historic 
nature of the Bomber Plant site, the construction cost 
may grow higher if work commences and additional 
complications are discovered in developing this location.

Therefore, we have been exploring an option to build 
the hangars on other areas of the Willow Run Airport. An 
estimated cost for building the hangars in a different area 
on the Willow Run Airport property is coming in around the 
original project budget, helping the Museum save $2-3M 
with this new option. 

The Bomber Plant Hangar option requires significant 
additional fundraising. A hangar in a different area of the 
airport may require minimal fundraising; we are very close 
to achieving the original fundraising goal that we set for 
this project. Other building sites on the airport may also 
increase our budget estimates depending on the exact 
location. Regardless, we will continue to raise funds and 
minimize potential indebtedness.

The Historic 

Aircraft 
Hangar 
Project 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Architectural and Artist’s concept. Final design plans and colors may change.
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OUR HISTORIC FLYING AIRCRAFT COLLECTION

The Yankee Air Museum’s most treasured assets are the Historic Flying Aircraft within 
our Collection. These iconic beauties are what makes Yankee Air Museum a truly unique 

museum, by bringing history to life through thrilling Air Adventures. Here is a closer 
look at our Historic Flying Aircraft Collection. Please consider donating to the Hangar 
Construction Project so these national treasures are not displaced from Willow Run.

UPDATE

B-25D Yankee Warrior
The North American B-25 Mitchell is an American twin-
engine, medium bomber manufactured by North American 
Aviation. During World War II, the B-25 became known as 
the most heavily armed airplane in the world. The aircraft 
is celebrated for being powerful, safe to fly, and sturdy 
enough to withstand the most punishing enemy fire.

B-17G Yankee Lady
The B-17 Flying Fortress, is a U.S. heavy bomber used 
during World War II. The B-17 was designed by the Boeing 
Aircraft Company in response to a 1934 Army Air Corps 
specification that called for a four-engine bomber at a time 
when two engines were the norm. The aircraft entered 
military service in 1941, and dropped more bombs than any 
other aircraft in World War II.

SPECIFICATIONS 
Model  North American B-25D Mitchell, 

built on December 8, 1943
Powerplant  2 Wright R-2600 Cyclone 

14 cylinder air-cooled radial 
engines producing 1,700 HP 
each 

Fuel Consumption Combined 150 gallons per hour
Crew 6
Length 53 ft
Wingspan 67 ft 6 in
Height 16 ft 9 in
Armament Eight .50 caliber machine guns
Maximum Altitude 21,200 ft
Number Built 9,818
Combat Radius 1,350 miles
Speed  Cruising speed 230 mph; max 

speed 275 mph
Typical Bomb Load 4,000 lb
Maximum Weight 36,500 lb

SPECIFICATIONS

Model Boeing B-17G, built in 1945
 Powerplant  4 Wright R-1820-97 cyclone 

nine cylinder radial engines, 
producing 1,200 HP each

Fuel Consumption  50 gallons per hour each engine
Current Fuel Capacity 1700 gallons
Crew 10
Length 74 ft 4 in
Wingspan 103 ft 9 in 
Heigh 19 ft 1 in
 Armament  Twelve .50 caliber Browning M2 

machine guns; rate of fire: 750 
rounds per minute

Maximum Altitude 35,000 ft
Number Built 12,731
Original Cost $238,329
Bomb Load up to 10,000 lb
Maximum Weight 64,500 lb

B-17 B-25
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C-47 Hairless Joe

The Douglas C-47 Skytrain or Dakota is a military transport 
aircraft developed from the civilian DC-3 airliner. It was 
used extensively by the Allies during World War II and 
remains in front line service with various military operators. 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme Commander of 
Allied Forces in Europe, termed the aircraft as one of the 
most vital pieces of military equipment used in winning 
World War II.

Waco Biplane

WACO was originally an aircraft manufacturer located 
in Troy, Ohio. Between 1920 and 1947, the company 
produced a wide range of civilian biplanes. In 1983, the 
WACO Classic Aircraft Corporation, located in Battle Creek, 
Michigan, started manufacturing the upgraded WACO 
YMF-5C aircraft. The Waco’s wings are made of wood and 
area covered in Dacron fabric.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

SPECIFICATIONS 

Model  Douglas C-47D Skytrain,  
built in 1944

Powerplant  2 Pratt & Whitney 1830 Twin 
Wasp 14 cylinder air-cooled 
radial engines, producing 1,200 
HP each

Crew 4
Length 63 ft 9 in
Wingspan 95 ft 6 in
Height 17 ft 0 in
Maximum Altitude 24,000 ft
Range 1,600 miles
Speed  160 mph cruising speed; 230 

mph max speed
Number built  10,325 DC-3s and C-47s built 

between 1935 – 1945
Payload   Up to 6,000 lb of cargo, 

including 28 soldiers and gear, 
or 14 stretcher patients and 3 
attendants

Maximum Weight  31,000 lb

SPECIFICATIONS 

Model  WACO YMF-5C Super Biplane, 
built in 1992

Powerplant 275 HP Single Engine

Fuel Consumption 15 gallons per hour

Crew  Pilot plus room for two 
passengers

Length 23 ft 10 in

Wingspan  30 ft upper wing, 26 ft 10 in 
lower wing

Height 8 ft 6 in

Maximum Altitude 14,800 ft service ceiling

Maximum Weight 2,650 lb

Maximum Cruising Speed 122 mph

C-47 WACO
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UH-1H Huey 

Introducing the newest member to our Historic Flying 
Aircraft Collection, the Huey arrived at Willow Run on 
September 26, 2019. For more information on this aircraft, 
please see the article in this issue on page 8. 

We will begin Air Adventures on this aircraft in spring, 2020! 

UPDATE

SPECIFICATIONS

Model  Bell UH-1H Iroquois “Huey,” 
built in 1967

Powerplant  One Lycoming T53-L-11 
turboshaft engine

Crew 1-4

Capacity  3,880 lb including 14 troops or 6 
stretchers (or equivalent cargo)

Length 57 ft 1 in (with rotors)

Width 8 ft 7 in

Height 14 ft 5 in

Maximum Altitude 19,390 ft 

Maximum Weight 9,500 lb

Speed  135 mph maximum speed, 125 
mph cruising speed 

Range 315 miles

Armament  Seven .62 mm machine guns, 
Two 70 mm rocket pods

UH-1

We would like to 
extend a heartfelt 
thank you to 
donors of this 
crucial campaign.
Your commitment to these historic 
treasures is the reason this new home 
is possible. As in the past, the Yankee Air 
Museum will continue to be careful stewards 
of the Museum’s resources. We will continue 
to update you and we ask for your continued 
support and patience.

HELP US BUILD THE HANGAR

Donate at YankeeAirMuseum.org/support
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HISTORIC AIRCRAFT      RARE AUTOMOBILES
SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 2020

WILLOW RUN AIRPORT • 10AM   4PM

with

WEST RAMP - 816 KIRK PROFIT DR., YPSILANTI, MI

TICKETS: $20 ADVANCE PURCHASE, $25 DAY OF EVENT
KIDS 15 AND UNDER ARE FREE!

Tickets or more information: YankeeAirMuseum.org/WingsandWheels |

to

Rain or Shine



YANKEEAIRMUSEUM.ORG

(734) 483-4030

At Historic Willow Run Airport
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2019 IS THE LAST YEAR OUR LIFE 
MEMBERSHIPS WILL BE SOLD.
Don’t miss your opportunity to join the Museum for 
a lifetime of aviation enjoyment. We have been very 
thankful for all of the support our Life Members have 
brought to us over the years and continue to give. 

CHANCE
LIFETIME
of a •  Life Memberships will be 

available until Dec.31, 2019
•  Purchase Life Memberships 

at the Gift Shop or online at 
YankeeAirMuseum.org

•  Life Memberships are non-
transferable

•  Discounts on Life Memberships 
will be offered during the month of 
December, 2019.

© 2019 Yankee Air Force, Inc. / The Yankee Air Museum and the National Museum of Aviation  
and Technology are trademarks of the Yankee Air Force, Inc. 
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The Women, the Myth, the Legend 

HISTORIC FEATURE

ROSIE -the-
RIVETERS
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Celebrated in song, posters, art, and newsreels 
throughout World War II, “Rosie the Riveter” 
represented the many women who went to work in 
America’s factories to take the place of the men who 
were called to war. These patriotic women of all ages, 
many of whom had never so much as wielded a hammer 
before, learned to rivet and weld, and ultimately built 
airplanes, tanks and more, as they powered the “Arsenal  
of Democracy.” 

Being located on the grounds of the Willow Run, Bomber 
Plant, Rosie the Riveter has become the Yankee Air 
Museum’s unofficial mascot. Rosie’s legacy has inspired a 
new volunteer movement within our organization with the 
“Tribute Rosies.” Female volunteers who dress as Rosie 
the Riveter to help spread the message and legacy of 
this important icon in American history and the Yankee Air 
Museum’s mission. Rosie the Riveter not only helped win 
World War II on the home-front, but also paved the way for 
women’s equality within the United States. In this article, we 
will learn more about the “Original Rosies,” the women who 
paved the way for others that followed and helped set the 
standards for equal rights, at a time when they were ‘just 
doing their job’ to help our country win the war.

The “Original” Rosie the Riveter 

Over the decades following World War II, there have been 
many claims that one particular woman is the “Real” Rosie 
the Riveter. While there are several depictions of “Rosie 
the Riveter” in popular culture, the two most prominent are 
Norman Rockwell’s painting from The Saturday Evening 
Post, and the “We Can Do It!” Westinghouse Power 
Company’s poster by artist J. Howard Miller. However, 
there was a third famous depiction of “Rosie the Riveter” 
in a famous wartime propaganda film used to promote the 
sale of war bonds. While other women have laid claim that 
they are Rockwell or Miller’s “Rosie,” a real woman named 
Rosie (Rose Will Monroe), who worked at the Willow Run 
Bomber Plant as a Riveter, was featured in this war bond 
propaganda film, thus becoming one of the Original “Rosie 
the Riveters. 

From 1940 to 1945, the female percentage of the U.S. 
work force increased from 27 percent to nearly 37 percent, 
and by the end of that period nearly one of out every 
four married women worked outside the home. In 1943, 
the aircraft industry alone employed more than 310,000 
women, one of whom was Kentucky native Rose Will 

Norman Rockwell 
painting that 
appeared on 
the cover of The 
Saturday Evening 
Post in May 1943.
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Monroe. After becoming a widow in 1942, Monroe 
left Kentucky with her two young children and took a 
job on the assembly line as a riveter of B-24 bomber 
airplanes at the Willow Run Bomber Plant. 

In 1944, actor Walter Pidgeon, star of various wartime 
propaganda films, arrived at the factory to shoot 
footage for a film promoting the sale of war bonds. 
When he discovered that there was a woman named 
Rosie working as a riveter at the factory, he invited her 
to appear in the film as well. 

By that time, the character of “Rosie the Riveter” had 
become a well-established patriotic symbol, thanks 
to her starring role in the famous Norman Rockwell 
painting and the Westinghouse “We Can Do It!” poster. 

Rose Will Monroe, along with the other 
“Rosie” depictions by Rockwell and 
Miller, have become somewhat historical 
legends. Not only has the term “Rosie the 
Riveter” come to encompass all women 
who worked in the war industry during 
World War II, they have become symbols 

of female empowerment and women’s 
equal rights throughout the twentieth 
century and into today. 

No matter who was the true face of 
“Rosie the Riveter,” the iconic image of 
her will live on.

The 1942 “We Can 
Do It!” promotional 
poster, designed for the 
Westinghouse Power 
Company by graphic artist 
J. Howard Miller
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Here at Willow Run, the memories of “Rosie the 
Riveter” hold strong. Our “Tribute Rosies” volunteer 
group honors and preserves the legacy of the millions 
of women in World War II who were collectively known 
as “Rosie the Riveter.” These pioneering women 
turned the tide of war to victory for the Allied Forces 
and paved the way for future generations of women 
to serve in vocations that were previously closed 
to them. Speaking with some of our Tribute Rosie 
volunteers, one can understand their passion for 
Rosie. As volunteer Wendy Albers writes, “I joined to 
celebrate the contributions of all women that served 
on the home front during World War II.” Tribute Rosie 
Donnelle Kokenos writes, “After finding out about my 
grandmother being a Rosie, that made me want to 
[volunteer] even more, and [I] march for her and all the 
other Rosies out there!”

Volunteer Mary Tomac writes,“Rosie the Riveter is 
important as these women showed the world that 
women were equal in many ways, and they paved the 
way for women to work in non-traditional careers...I 
spent quite a bit of my work life in non-traditional 
careers — factory and corrections — and truly 
appreciated [the Original Rosies] paving the way for 
me to be a role model and not give up when there was 
discrimination due to being female.” 

When asked why Rosie the Riveter is an important 
piece of history, volunteer Deb Wake writes, “The story 
of Rosie the Riveter is such an important story that 
needs to be studied. The dedication and sacrifice of 
these women is an important lesson to all of us. It is 
the story of how a nation can come together despite 
obstacles, and how commitment and sacrifice are often 
needed to achieve goals. These women stepped up 
and proved that their contributions were vital to the war 
effort and paved the way for all future generations of 
women who also proved they can do it, too!” 

ROSIES
The Willow Run Tribute

Rosie’s Legacy Continues

“ Rosie the Riveter is important as 
these women showed the world that 
women were equal in many ways, 
and they paved the way for women 
to work in non-traditional careers.” 
Mary Tomac, volunteer

Next time you’re at a 
parade or Yankee Air 
Museum event and you 
see the Tribute Rosies, 
make sure you stop 
to say hello! Simply 
interacting with these 
women, one can feel the 
enthusiasm emanating 
from these volunteers. 
They are doing their part 
to help keep the memory 
and inspiration of Rosie 
the Riveter alive for 
future generations.
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AIRPLANES 
up-close! 

Plan your visit today.

EXCITING EXHIBITS, 
HISTORICAL 
AIRCRAFT AND 
HANDS-ON 
ACTIVITIES FOR 
THE WHOLE FAMILY!

AT HISTORIC WILLOW RUN AIRPORT H OPEN YEAR-ROUND
Tuesday - Saturday 10 AM-4 PM • Sunday from 11 AM-4 PM

Occasionally closed for holidays and private events. 
Please visit YankeeAirMuseum.org prior to your visit for 
closings, tickets and information.
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